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TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 373 of 05th November 2016 
 

To:  All Surveyors/Auditors 

Applicable to flag:  All Flags 

 IMO Committed to Plastic Waste Regulation 

Reference: MARPOL IMO 

 

IMO Committed to Plastic Waste Regulation 

IMO member states have called for more action to address marine litter in the oceans, 

particularly plastics and microplastics. 

The dumping of plastics from ships banned under the garbage regulations of the International 

Convention for the Prevention of Pollution form Ships (MARPOL), and the London Convention 

and Protocol prohibit the disposal of plastics at sea.  

A number of countries have taken action to reduce the use of plastics and to address the 

problem of microbeads and microplastics entering the marine environment. However, the states 

agreed further work needed.  

The recently published review of the current state of knowledge regarding marine litter in wastes 

dumped at sea under the London Convention and Protocol, for example, notes that it is very 

difficult to identify the sources of marine litter present in dredged material. The majority of 

permits for the dumping of waste at sea relate to dredged material. 

The meeting adopted a new Strategic Plan for the London Convention and Protocol, which sets 

out the strategic directions and targets for the Contracting Parties out to 2030, coinciding with 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The Strategic Plan aims to ensure that the London Convention and Protocol are, and will 

continue to be, proactive, progressing, and forward looking.  
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REFERENCES:  

-  MARPOL IMO 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  No. 
 

Kindest Regards, 
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 
 


